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Abstract

Joseph M. Chan, an accomplished scholar and former Chief Editor of
Communication & Society, shares his thoughts on the achievements and
prospects of the journal. He advocates that the citation index systems of
Taiwan, Mainland China, and the U.S. should consider including quality
Chinese journals such as Communication & Society. Reflecting on the ways for
scholars to excel in communication research, Chan advises that scholars should
master the logic of research and theory, focus on a programmatic research, and
learn from other social science disciplines. Recognizing that innovation is
impossible without researcher’s commitment to creativity, he also talks about
how innovation can be brought into each stage of the research process, ranging
from the formulation of research questions to report writing. To Chan,
comparison is the keystone of social science research. He explains how a
researcher can benefit from a comparative perspective and how comparative
communication has been coming of age. Chan observes that there is a need for
communication theories to localize, modifying themselves in response to
different realities. Theorization serves as a link between local research and the
global research community. Finally, in his advice for young scholars, Chan
suggests that they should focus more on the quality of research, choose topics
that are socially relevant, and engage in collaborative researches if such
opportunities arise.
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