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Third-Person Effect and Support
for Media Restriction

ABSTRACT

This study examines the relationship among negative media content,
social distance and third-person effect and support for restriction of media.
The results of this study indicate that respondents tend to perceive greater
negative effects of media content on others than on themselves. The
results also show that the magnitude of perceptual bias increased as the
perceived negative effects of media content and the social distance of the
comparison group increased.

More importantly, this study contributes to the growing literature
on third-person effect by demonstrating that the magnitude of perceptual
bias is not a reliable predictor of support for media restriction.

Keywords: Third-person effects, media restriction, media censorship,
television violence, pornography
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