Class, ICTs, and A Southern Imagination: Communication Studies From China, Beyond China

Jack L. QIU

Assistant Professor, School of Journalism and Communication, CUHK

By "southern imagination" I understand a collection of perspectives from the emerging new working class of South China and from the burgeoning information societies of Global South. Since the turn of the new century, we have observed a massive growth of information and communication technologies (ICTs) based on interconnected southern developments of pivotal social, technological, and class significance. This paper attempts to (a) identify empirical connections among these developments in Internet and particularly mobile communication structures, (b) articulate the conceptual problems of class as a more coherent framework of understanding, and (c) explore the possibilities of constructing a systematic southern imagination for both Chinese communications studies in the twenty-first century and ICT for development (ICTD) studies in Global South.

