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Memory as Alternative Narratives: A Study of
Intergenerational Communication History regarding the

Massacre Memory of Lintan Country
Liu Tao

Differing from the historical narrative generally used by the mainstream discourse,
memory, however, constitutes an alternative narrative rather than meta-narratives and
challenges in some way the legitimacy of mainstream discourse. In 1929, the county
of Lintan, a multi-ethnic region where Muslim, Tibetan and Han minorities reside,
witnessed a massacre in which more than 20,000 Muslims were killed by their
neighbors Tibetans and Han people. Within 80 years of the historical transition
afterwards, the mainstream political and religious discourses have suppressed the
astounding event in different ways. However, a series of stories and details related to
the massacre memory have being produced by those Muslims and communicated
from generation to generation. This constituted the counter-memory narrative raised
by Foucault. This article tries to go back to certain historical contexts and reveal the
pattern and effect of the counter-memory narrative through examining historically and
spatially the medium discourse in terms of proverbs, hand-written copies, cemetery
worships and folk stories.
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