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Current Status and Future Prospects for Public Opinion

Research in Mainland China
XIE Yungeng

Public opinion can be regarded as the skin of the society, and it is also the
thermometer of the society. Currently, public opinion studies has become a famous
doctrine in mainland China, and numerous government institutes, business enterprises,
and research institutes in universities have continuously entered this research field.
Although great progresses had been made and achievements had been obtained in
public opinion studies, limitations exist with respect to the norms in the research
methods and depth of the studies. The author will analyze the current status of the
public opinion research in mainland China, and further discuss its future prospects.
The author argues that transitions and updates will be made in the public opinion
research content, methods, team, and application. Specifically, regarding the research
content, it will transit from monitoring and investigation to in-depth mining for the
underlying social factors and social influences, such as the social mentality, social
networks of the public opinion disseminators, social transitions behind the public
opinion, and the influence of public opinion on public policies; regarding the research
methods, it will transit from single investigation approach to more overarching public
opinion research frameworks, and online and offline data will be integrated; regarding
the research teams, it will transit from the research teams in arts to multidisciplinary
research teams by combining researchers in arts, sciences, and engineering; regarding
the application, researchers should actively explore how public opinion research could
better serve the social management.



