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Punctuated Equilibrium: An Institutional History of

International Communication of P.R.China

ZHOU Qing'an

Abstract

Through an analysis of a range of files and documents declassified by the
Chinese Foreign Ministry, this article examines the institutional changes of
China’s International Communication within a period of 50 years from 1949 to
1999, and based on the Neo-institutionalism theory, several historical stages
regarding China’s International Communication Institutions within this period of
time were divided. The research indicates that the formation of international
communication institutions reveals a strong sense of self-identification, while time
and critical junctures also play important roles during the changing progress of the
institution, which shed light on the power asymmetry of international
communication. One side, some exogenous and coercive factors associated with
political systems dominate the radical institutional changes, and on the other side,
the endogenous factors related to professionalism within the institutional system
lead to relatively gradual changes and act as counterweights to those exogenous
ones. Over the 50 years, China's international communication has shown a
"Punctuated Equilibrium”, to which the neo-institutionalists have been paying
close attention.
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