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Comparison as a method: The local practice and

cross-cultural reconstruction of journalistic roles
SHAN Bo

Abstract

In this article, we review the research of journalists from researchers around the
world for decades. We not only examine the multiple roles of journalists in Western
context, covering the broad spectrum between neutrality and participation, negative
and positive, but also, by expanding the vision to non-Western journalists, examine
how they link Western journalistic ideas with local cultural traditions and social
realities, and thus construct various discourses on journalistic roles that are different



from the “watchdog” role. Through comparison, it is found that the professional
consciousness of journalists is embedded in specific social and cultural context, and
that the diverse journalistic roles and multiple modernity are mutually constructed.
Although existing comparative research of journalists tried to get rid of the Western
centralism in the early journalism research, it is still dominated by professionalism of
Anglo-Saxon journalism, In these works, the non-Western journalistic practice are
incorporated into the framework of Western journalism. Researchers failed to discover
the practical characteristics of non-Western journalists. Based on this, this article aims
to reconstruct the comparative study of journalists from cross-cultural perspective, to
make thick description of the practice of journalists in different cultures, and to
replace “commensurablity” with “intelligibility” and “communicability” as the goal of
comparative study, then lead to the fusion of horizons from the emic perspectives of
journalists of various countries.
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