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Description

Since 2003, Hong Kong has witnessed a series of large-scale protests which have constituted
the core of a reinvigorated pro-democracy movement. What drove tens of thousands of
citizens to the street on a yearly basis to protest? What were the social and organizational
bases of the protest movement? How did media and public discourses affect the protests’
formation and mobilization? How did the protesters understand their own actions and the
political environment? This book tackles such questions by using a wide range of methods,
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including population and protest onsite surveys, media content analysis, and in-depth
interviews with activists, politicians, and protest participants. It provides an account of the "self-
mobilization processes" behind the historic July 1, 2003 protest, and how the protest kick-
started new political dynamics and discursive contestations in the public arena which not only
turned a single protest into a series of collective actions constituting a movement, but also
continually shaped the movement’s characteristics and influence. The book is highly pertinent
to readers interested in political development in Hong Kong, and as a case study on "the power
of critical events," the book also has broad implications on the study of both media politics and
social movements in general.

Reviews

"Lee and Chan's book represents the most serious and comprehensive scholarly effort to analyze the
July 1, 2003 mass protest and its implications to date. It is a masterpiece that integrates traditional
qualitative methods, like media discourse analysis, elite and focus group interviewing, with rigorous
quantitative analysis." - Olivia Cheung (St. Anthony's College, University Of Oxford); St Antony's International

Review 2013.

"In short, this book sheds light on the political culture of Hong Kong in its struggle for democracy and
makes a significant contribution to the literature of media politics and social movements. What is
particularly valuable is the rich longitudinal data collected from 2003 to 2008 through population and
protest onsite surveys, media content analysis, and in-depth interviews with activists, politicians, and
protestors. Scholars of social movements will find this book both inspiring and informative." - Wai-chi

Chee, PhD, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Journal of International and Global Studies
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