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The Newspaper run by the Politician: A Theoretical Concept That Needs To Be
Clarified

Abstract: It is CPC Organ’s Theory that has been the leading news concept of Chinese
mainland for a long time. However, as we notice, on important occasions, the
leaders of CPC have repeatedly mentioned another concept— The Newspaper Run

by the Politician which is closely related to news.

By the careful review of its proposition and its role in the CPC’s journalism, it seems
that The Newspaper Run by the Politician’ theory is not as same as the authority
hoped, but a mature and effective theory. The leaders of CPC didn’t made it
systematization and theorization when the concept was proposed, but probably
made it fragmentization, which has left the imagination of later generations for

multiple interpretations.

The research on The Newspaper Run by the Politician started in the late 1950s, and it
had a direct relationship with Mao Zedong’s proposition of this concept. After the
mid 1990s, Jiang Zeming, then General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China, inspected the important official news agency twice and
renewed the proposition of The Newspaper Run by the Politician, which aroused an
upsurge of elucidating and studying The Newspaper Run by the Politician among the

academia and the press.

In this upsurge, the features of related research can be presented as follows: firstly,
the researchers are of diversity, which varies from Politicians (in propaganda
department), news management, journalists, to academia. Secondly, the
understandings of The Newspaper Run by the Politician are different. Some people
may have opposite views on its concept. Besides, many researchers and journalists
amplify its meaning arbitrarily, making the meaning of this concept more
complicated. Thirdly, some scholars show a tendency of “pan-politicalization” during

the research.



During the organization of the research achievement, it is found that there are a lot
of questions remained to be solved even though the press and the academia have
made numerous discussions about The Newspaper Run by the Politician’ theory.
These problems fall into several parts: first, different political leaders have widely
different understanding to the The Newspaper Run by the Politician, even filled with
inherent contradictions. The academic circle didn’t discern the term’s inherent
contradictions seriously. Based on this point of view, this paper attempts to discuss
the developing process of this term in the discourse system of Communist Party of
China. Second, as a historical phenomenon, the The Newspaper Run by the Politician
can explain some certain news; but as a political rule, it can also explain how it
connects with reality in specific operation. Third, in all papers about the The
Newspaper Run by the Politician, only a few researchers raised some different views
which didn’t attract enough attention. In fact, these views have their inner

rationality , and they are worth of reflection.

To sum up, based on the foundation of previous researches and special contexts of
The Newspaper Run by the Politician in different historical period, this paper
attempts to reinterpret this concept and clarify some certain plausible ideas to

restore its own feature.



