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Discipline and Resistance:
The Construction of a ""Digital Home" for TikTok Refugees
on Xiaohongshu

BREET R
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BXE HEH

EEPAX A HRGEES2RELHRE EBRNALHBAHGEEDRRBELHRE

° o HE o °
This study examines how "TikTok refugees" moved to
Xiaohongshu after TikTok was about to be banned in the United
States. It utilizes Foucault’s idea of heterotopia to demonstrate
how Xiaohongshu became a crisis space for cross-cultural
discussions across the Great Firewall. Through Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) of 586 user comments, the study reveals how
Chinese and international users collaboratively constructed and
contested a new online order through language negotiation,
identity positioning, and playful platform policing. The findings
highlight distinct discursive strategies between domestic and
overseas users, reflecting both cultural resistance and adaptation.
This research contributes to the understanding of digital
migration, heterotopic spaces in social media, and emerging

dynamics of cross-cultural discourse during geopolitical crises.

. o R o |
#digital migration #crisis heterotopia

#cross-cultural communication
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From Neutral Praise to Gendered Strife:
The Interplay of Moral Framing and Referential
Strategies in the Online Gender Issue Discussion

SE STRIE
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This study investigates how moral framing and referential
language shape polarized discourse in Chinese online debates
on gender-based violence. Drawing on Moral Foundations
Theory and sociolinguistic analysis, we examined discussions
of three high-profile incidents in Zhihu. Using word
embedding and moral dictionary methods, we identified
consistent dominance of Care/Harm and Fairness frames,
as well as divergent uses of gender-specific versus gender-
neutral terms in referring to victims and perpetrators. Our
findings reveal that linguistic choices are closely tied to moral
evaluations; gendered terms often amplify emotional and
moral intensity, contributing to ideological division. This
study highlights how subtle shifts in language can influence
the trajectory of online gender debates and provides insight
into the cultural dynamics underpinning moral polarization in

China’s digital public sphere.

o o R o :
#word embedding analysis #moral framing

#referential strategies #gendered online discourse
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Scoring Through Playing Edge Balls:
Content Moderation and Censorship Negotiation of
Digital Eroticism on
Chinese Short-Video/Live-Streaming Platforms
& RN
BRASFHMBELRELARLE

. o WE o o

Although facing increasingly strict Internet regulation, borderline
online expression to evade state oversight have become
common in China. This study examines content moderation and
censorship negotiation of the widespread yet risky soft porn on
Chinese short-video/live-stream platforms, known as or cabian
(edge ball) content. Based on participatory observation and in-
depth interviews in a gonghui (guild), the study investigates
how the boundaries of acceptable eroticism are manufactured
socioculturally, technologically, and legally. Findings reveal that
cabian innovates the multiplicity and distribution of “platformized
bodies” for content moderation and censorship negotiation of
digital soft porn. Sociocultural symbols, platform technologies,
and adventurous ethos imbue bodily performance with implicit
erotic meanings. Meanwhile, bodily performance is employed
to create circulatable eroticism across platform moderation,
audiences, and state censorship. Conclusions suggest that digital
eroticism is constructed and circulated through sexual scripts
and platform power configuration centering around the body

during platformization processes.

o o FRsRE o .

#cabian #Internet censorship #content moderation
#cultural production #platformization
#short-video #live-stream
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Platform Governance and Social Disruption:
Causal Effects of Social Media Platform Interventions on
User Communication Behaviors and Interaction Patterns

EXE
LRASEUBERRALHRE

e ° WE © =

Content moderation and censorship of online communities are
prevalent phenomena across internet platforms. Our research
focuses on the removal of online celebrity communities in
China. On February 28, 2025, Weibo officially closed several
athlete-centered Super Topic communities, providing us
with conditions for a natural experiment. Using a Difference-
in-Differences (DiD) methodology, this paper quantitatively
analyzes over 1,256,086 data points to investigate how this
governance measure affected discussion volume, sentiment
polarity, and content diversity within online communities.
Our findings indicate that the governance intervention did
not achieve its anticipated outcomes. Many metrics showed
no significant changes, and heterogeneity analysis provides

important implications for platform governance strategies.

. o B © .
#platform censorship #content governance

#Difference-in-Differences (DiD) #heterogeneity analysis
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Constructing Online Privacy Literacy Frame in
Cross-Platform Comparison: A Chinese Perspective
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Online Privacy Literacy (OPL) is a key capability for individuals
to cope with the information society and the Al era. However,
existing studies were predominantly conducted in Western
countries and neglected the distinctions in privacy behaviors
across different online platforms. To bridge these gaps, this
work originally developed a localized OPL frame in China by
grounded theory and triangulation design of in-depth interviews
(N=72), consisting of 3 dimensions with 8 items. Additionally, a
tailored set of 20 items for measuring online privacy knowledge
specific to Eastern contexts was developed. By employing
multidimensional measures, this study highlighted the
differences in privacy behaviors between WeChat (a strong-tie
platform) and Weibo (a weak-tie platform). It not only enriched
the understanding of OPL in different regional/cultural contexts
and online platforms but also provided deep insights for future
media policy-making and theoretical development, particularly in

Eastern societies.
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#online privacy #online privacy literacy #grounded theory

#measurement frame #cross-platform #China
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Social Media Expression in the Fukushima
Wastewater Release Controversy in China: The Role
of Cultural Psychology and Opinion Congruency

EE
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Understanding the motivations behind individuals expressing
their opinions is essential to better understand public
discourse and policy decisions in global controversies on
social media. However, the role of cultural psychology in
this process remains underexplored. This study addresses
this through a survey in China, investigating how perceived
opinion congruence and cultural psychology factors predict
intentions of social media expression views on the Fukushima
wastewater release. Results indicate that alignment
with expert opinions and national majority viewpoints
increases individuals’ likelihood of voicing their opinions.
Interdependent self-construal heightens responsiveness to
opinion congruence, while collective narcissism mitigates the

impact of expert opinions on expression intentions.
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#spiral of silence #opinion congruency #self-construal

#collective narcissism #social media controversy
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Fake or Fact? Evaluating Chatbots' Performance to
Help Users Detect Fake News in Human-Computer

Communities
5=
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: o HE o :

The rapid proliferation of fake news poses a significant
challenge to information ecosystems, particularly in digital
and social media environments. This study investigates the
effectiveness of chatbot interventions in assisting users with
fake news detection within human-computer communities.
Grounded in the Heuristic-Systematic Model, the study
employs a 6 (fake news type) X 3 (chatbot intervention
strategy) mixed design to examine how different chatbot
strategies—fact-checking, contextual explanations, and
authority endorsements—affect users' ability to identify
various types of fake news. The results show that fact-
checking is most effective for detecting fabrication and photo
manipulation, contextual explanations enhance recognition
of satire, parody, and advertising-based fake news, and
authority endorsements are particularly useful in countering
propaganda. These findings highlight the importance of
tailoring chatbot interventions to specific fake news types.

. o BAgEE o o
#fake news detection #human-computer communities

#heuristic-systematic model #AIGC #fact-checking

38
KK -BE H-—AEE2NEREHB



ERPXAENHAGEESR R
ATEEREMREE R

How Does Incidental News Exposure
Increase Online Political Participation?
A Parallel-Serial Mediation Model Among
Young Netizens in China

RE
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Incidental news exposure on social media is a significant
way people consume news, but limited efforts are devoted
to clarifying how it impacts political participation. This study
introduces the concept of news-finds-me perception (NFM)
and internal and external political efficacy to examine potential
processes influencing political participation. It further
develops NFM in the Chinese social media environment by
proposing two separate theoretical paths: social reliance
and platform reliance. A parallel-serial mediation model
demonstrates the positive mediating effect of NFM-social
reliance and external political efficacy, as well as the negative
mediating effect of platform reliance. There are also two
parallel chain mediating pathways involving NFM-social
reliance and external political efficacy, as well as NFM-
platform reliance and internal efficacy. This study presents
a novel theoretical framework to enhance comprehension
of NFM and provides evidence for a better understanding of
the indirect mechanisms that facilitate political participation
through incidental news exposure in the Chinese context.
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#incidental news exposure #online political participation
#news-finds-me perception #internal political efficacy
#external political efficacy
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A Brief Analysis of the Changes in the Representation
of Mainland China in Stephen Chow's Comedy Films

Before and After 1997
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This paper analyzes the change in the representation of mainland
China in the comedies directed by Stephen Chow around the
time of the handover of Hong Kong’s sovereignty in 1997. This
paper investigates how the representation of the mainland has
been transformed, particularly in relation to Hong Kong’s socio-
political context, through a critical analysis of selected works
such as From Beijing with Love (1994), Shaolin Soccer (2001),
and Kung Fu Hustle (2004). The research identifies three distinct
phases in Chow's films: a “doubt period” (1990-1997), a “caution
period” (1997-2003), and a “cooperation period” (2003 onward).
This essay will conduct a content analysis and use industry
insight to show how changes in the political environment,
economic demands, and shifting cultural policies-most notably
the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement-driven changes
within these representations. The paper concludes that Chow'’s
films have altered to fulfil market and censorship demands;
however, this fulfilment and coming into line with mainland
values had the ultimate effect of diluting Hong Kong’s unique
cultural voice. This paper has contributed to the broader
understanding of the interrelationship between film industrial
dynamics and cultural representation in the post-handover era.
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#Stephen Chow #Hong Kong cinema #image of mainland China
#cultural policies #mainland-Hong Kong co-productions # CEPA
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Behind the Algorithm:
How Producers in China's Vertical Drama Factories Imagine
Cross-Cultural Mass Communication Processes
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With Chinese vertical dramas spreading to the global market,
particularly the U.S., this research focuses on how producers
adopt a new mode of cross-cultural communication—
indirectly imagining distant overseas audiences through
algorithmic tools and adjusting content production
accordingly. Through participant observation and in-depth
interviews, the research analyzes how vertical dramas rely
on information feed advertising and how producers negotiate
between algorithmic logic and creative intentions. The study
finds that Chinese vertical drama producers develop a content
strategy based on domestic storytelling models, and solidify it
into an industry myth, enabling cross-cultural communication
in an ambiguous manner, which challenged the encoding-
decoding model.

. o BT © :
#algorithmic gatekeeping #vertical drama

#cross-cultural media production #myth-formation
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Feeding Mechanisms and Information Cocoons:
A Study on the Dissemination Characteristics of Chinese
Online Micro-Dramas
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As an emerging form of popular culture, online micro-dramas
are becoming a significant content segment on internet
platforms due to their unique textual features and immense
market potential. Short video platforms, in particular,
leverage big data algorithms and artificial intelligence
technologies to create precise user profiles and personalized
recommendations, achieving efficient dissemination of online
micro-dramas and significantly enhancing user engagement.
This “feeding” push mechanism not only boosts the
dissemination efficiency and market profitability of online
micro-dramas but also improves their commercial conversion
rate through “traffic-boosting” strategies. This means that
online micro-dramas attract content traffic through short
video platforms for precise delivery, ensuring high exposure
and effective returns. However, this mechanism also brings
about issues such as information narrowing and algorithmic
bias, leading users to become trapped in highly homogeneous
information cocoons, thereby weakening their ability to accept
and understand diversified content.
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#online micro-dramas #dissemination characteristics
#feeding mechanism #traffic-boosting strategy
#big data algorithms
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Characterizing Bias in Large Language Model Outputs:
A Study of Al-Generated Climate News and
Its Discursive Properties
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This study uses corpus analysis to characterize biases in
the outputs of 15 large language models by comparing
Al-generated climate news with news from The New York
Times. The analysis focuses on the discursive properties
of these outputs, specifically identifying and describing
geographic, framing, and optimism biases. These biases
were characterized by examining discursive properties at the

word-, sentence-, article- and theme-levels. Statistically,

)
LLMs reduce North American focus, marginalize polar
regions, and show excessive optimism, potentially skewing
public perception. The research calls for algorithm auditing
to ensure fair, accurate environmental communication in Al-

driven news production.
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#Large Language Model (LLM) bias #Al-driven journalism

#environmental communication #corpus analysis
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Large Language Models from Sign to Stereotype:
Cross-LLMs Gender Biases in Al-Generated Images Between
the United States and China
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From a structuralist perspective, gender bias is not an isolated error
or malfunction, but a structural outcome produced through the
differential operations and meaning reproduction within semiotic
systems. By conceptualizing large language models (LLMs) as
semiotic systems that encode and reproduce gender hierarchies
through symbolic associations, we examine gender biases in
Al-generated occupational images across four LLMs developed in
the U.S. and China, and reveal how semiotic systems construct and
sustain gender inequities at the visual level. Using computer vision
and computational tools, we analyze 9,600 images generated by
GPT-40, Llama 3, Wanx2.0, and Wenxin 3.5 across 60 occupations,
and demonstrate that females are systematically underrepresented,
stereotypically portrayed, and positioned in subordinate roles. We
also find that U.S.-based models exhibit stronger representational
biases against females, while China-based models display more
pronounced power biases advantaging males, highlighting how
cultural and geopolitical contexts shape the symbolic reproduction
of gender within generative Al systems. This study contributes to
critical Al research by moving beyond bias detection to interrogate
the visual construction and maintenance of gendered meaning,
ultimately offering insights toward the development of culturally
aware, human-centered Al.
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#structuralism #large language models

#gender bias #Al-generated images

50
KK -BE H-—AEE2NEREHB



ERPXAENHAGEESR R
ATEEREMREE R

LLMs RS RBEMRERIESNTE : B¢ TRIZEE)
GERARm M TRERZE) RENSREHR

aped F&®
BEABFMRGELRBLARL BEABFMAGELRBLRFER

SR EA A
RRETASERARHBRBN

o o HE o o
KARHRAREBSERE (LLMs) ZELEANBEERBBNE 23
BAHBEEPINRF KA ARRENGNEBR S HE
MWEC - FRAREBLEZSEERNAE Sm (RIFEE) ~ H
EReEaNZ2M I N IZEnNERENLZe2 Y =@BAE—
ﬂ%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ogﬁ—fﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁW#Tﬁﬁﬂ‘h&ﬁ%
RETEHHE IRELESHRBNEAEFRERT - BRE K
BMRESIH BB RGHERNTE - ERE=5A 10%
REZHNRERES BRHEHESHENTE-0EREA
£ 30 KA AL 194699 (& 58 - BB FERELEE
Lotka-Volterra 28 VRS R EE B E H A BTN ERETR:
BERR2EAR LLMRAEERRERSEE -, REEZ R
h¢&ﬂ§%%;uzﬁm%huﬁ%m&ﬁﬁ%-f &l 3% 8

EABERAR SR BTREEERRGEHETHREEN.; 5IA
10% RBEAG BERSHEHREC - BEREEANMATLE
EoN THHEHE FEEaETXE ESEIBEERBTRE B
RENRZESWBEBARI 2 HH -

o o FRsRE o 0
#ESEE ¢ BEBE 4 RIREN ¢ B mIE

51
KK -BE H-—AEE2NEREHB



ERPXAENHAGEESR R
ATEEREMREE R

More Cynicism, Less Action: Decoding Generative Al
Chatbot Users’ Privacy Protection Disengagement
Through Symmetric and Asymmetric Approaches
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Leveraging control agency theory, privacy calculus theory, and
cognition-affect-conation pattern, this study constituted an initial
framework investigating the antecedents of privacy protection
disengagement among generative Al chatbot users. Survey data
were gathered through the online survey platform Credamo
including 529 active users. The conceptual model was empirically
examined utilizing partial least squares structural equation
modelling (PLS-SEM) and fuzzy-set qualitative comparative
analysis (fsQCA) as symmetric and asymmetric approaches.
Outcomes from the path analysis confirmed that both privacy
setting and policy effectiveness are positively correlated with
perceived privacy control. Perceived privacy control, utilitarian
benefit, alongside hedonic benefit are negatively associated
with privacy concern. Besides, perceived privacy control
demonstrates a negative association with privacy cynicism,
while privacy concern exhibits a positive association. Moreover,
privacy cynicism is positively correlated with privacy protection
disengagement. Furthermore, results from configuration analysis
identified five distinct solution patterns contributing to privacy
protection disengagement, notably privacy cynicism and privacy
concern could coexist and function as core factors in several
configurations. Thus, this research contributes to understanding
the psychological dynamics of privacy decision-making,
providing pragmatic implications for multiple stakeholders to
mitigate the privacy paradox and enhance transparent data
practices in human-Al interactions.
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#generative Al chatbot #privacy protection disengagement
#privacy cynicism #privacy concern #perceived privacy control
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Producing the Al Hype in Chinese Media:
Towards a Structural Framework
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This article examines how Al hype is produced in Chinese
media. Based on in-depth interviews with 32 science journalists,
we identified four significant forces driving Chinese media
to promote Al: 1) political force implemented through policy
promotion and media control; 2) market impetus fueled by
media’s economic structure and capital advocacy; 3) audience
expectations driven by future orientation and technological
optimism; 4) competitive environment of media outlets
dominated by journalists’ pursuit of professional proficiency.
While existing studies on media hype have predominantly
focused on Western countries, our study examined the unique
case of China where media operates in an authoritarian
environment, thereby contributing insights to media hype studies
from a non-Western perspective. The main significance of the
study lies in its contribution to providing a structural view for
understanding media hype. By considering political, economic,
social, and professional factors, this study demonstrated how
external forces and internal mechanisms collaborate to produce
media hype. The study particularly highlighted the fundamental
influence of the political-economic structure of the media,
suggesting that media hype studies need to shift attention from
examining the internal procedures in the newsrooms to a broader
understanding of the overall media system.
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#Al #media hype #China #science journalism
#technology and society #political economic structure
#professionalism
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Who Authored This Post? A Thematic Analysis of
Reddit Users' Perceptions of Al in Advertising
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As Al-generated content (AIGC) becomes increasingly
popular in digital advertising, concerns about transparency,
authenticity, and trust have emerged. This study investigates
how users perceive and respond to Al-generated advertising
content on social media through a thematic analysis of Reddit
discussions. Findings reveal that audiences rely on emotional
cues and heuristic judgments to detect Al involvement, often
interpreting Al-generated content as lacking authenticity
and emotional depth. Users expressed both resistance and
conditional acceptance, depending on perceived effort,
context, and the clarity of content disclosure. The study
extends the Persuasion Knowledge Model by highlighting how
perceived content origin (human vs. Al) influences resistance,
trust, and authenticity judgments. Implications for influencer

marketing and Al disclosure policies are discussed.
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#Al-generated content #advertising

#authenticity #persuasion knowledge #disclosure
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When the Depressed Feel Ostracized Online:
Examining the Impacts of Cyber-Ostracism on Non-Suicidal Self-
Injury and the Moderating Roles of Active Social Media Use

ich==o REE
RUASEEBRALHRE RYKBBER R TR

. o WE o °

While social media is considered powerful for facilitating
social connections, it can also lead to negative feelings
and experiences, such as cyber-ostracism, which is often
associated with depression or non-suicidal self-injury (NSSI).
However, little is known about through what paths and under
what conditions cyber-ostracism would intensify or mitigate
depression or NSSI. Therefore, based on an online survey of
individuals with depression, this study proposed and tested
a moderated serial mediation model to examine the serial
mediating roles of self-esteem and depression in between
cyber-ostracism and NSSI, as well as the moderating effects
of active social media use in these relationships. The findings
indicate that cyber-ostracism can intensify NSSI directly and
indirectly, either through aggravated depression or through
threatened self-esteem and then aggravated depression.
Additionally, the findings reveal that the impacts of cyber-
ostracism and self-esteem on NSSI can be greatly mitigated

by active social media use.
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#cyber-ostracism #active social media use
#depression #self-esteem #non-suicidal self-injury
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Unpacking the Blackbox of Uncanny Valley:
Examining the Desirable Effect of
Eerie AIGC Images in Persuasion
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The undesirable effects of the uncanny valley have been well
documented, but can the negative reactions to the uncanny
valley of robots or AIGC be utilized to induce desirable
outcomes in persuasive contexts? To find the missing piece of
the puzzle, an online experiment with a mixed factorial design
was conducted in two health contexts to promote foregoing
cosmetic surgery and taking breast cancer examinations. This
study found the level of human-likeness of AIGC images could
both reduce cognitive load and improve perceived threat,
boosting individuals’ behavioral intention; but the images’
unattractiveness level led to more cognitive load at the same
time. A high level of threat in the message could amplify
the uncanny valley effect on unattractiveness, while the Al
identity label played a different moderating effect in different
contexts, partly supporting the categorical uncertainty
hypothesis and mortality salience hypothesis to explain
uncanny valley. This study confirms the positive effects of the
uncanny valley, providing a better understanding of AIGC’s

human-likeness in persuasion practice of this digital era.
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#uncanny valley #Al #virtual image #anthropomorphism
#perceived threat #cognitive load
#health behavioral intention
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Does Generative Artificial Intelligence
Make Society Better?
The Role of Social Support and Subjective Well-Being
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Generative artificial intelligence (Al) is fundamentally
transforming the way society operates, redefining our
modes of living, working, learning, and communicating.
However, its disruptive characteristics and rapidly evolving
nature mean that our understanding of its impacts is still
in the early stages. To gain a deeper understanding of the
effects of generative Al, this study examines whether and
how generative Al use influences online prosocial behavior
from social support theory. A national survey of an online
representative sample in China (N = 1,400) revealed a positive
correlation between generative Al use degree and online
prosocial behavior. The results show that generative Al use
not only provides users with social support in the form of
information, emotion, and social companionship, but also
enhances their subjective wellbeing through social support,
ultimately fostering online prosocial behavior. Social support
and subjective well-being play a chain-mediated role in the
influence of generative Al use on online prosocial behavior.
These results contribute to expanding the application of social
support theory and deepen our understanding of the positive
impacts brought by artificial intelligence.
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#generative artificial intelligence #online prosocial behavior

#social support #subjective well-being
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